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later, a Florentine, the Marechal d'Ancre, met his death. Beyond this garden rose the turrets of the Hotel de Bourbon, the residence of the princes of that branch till the day when the Constable's treason (after he was ruined by the confiscation of his possessions, decreed by Francis L, to avoid having to decide between him and his mother) put an end to the trial that had cost France so dear, by the confiscation of the Constable's estates.
This chateau, which looked well from the river, was not destroyed till the time of Louis XIV.
The Rue de PAutruche ran from the Rue Saint-Honore, ending at the Hotel de Bourbon on the quay. This street, named de FAutruche on some old plans, and de 1'Austruc on others, has, like many more, disappeared from the map. The Rue des Poulies would seem to have been cut across the ground occupied by the houses nearest to the Rue Saint-Honore. Authors have differed, too, as to the etymology of the name. Some suppose it to be derived from a certain Hotel d'Osteriche (Osterrichen^ inhabited in the fourteenth century by a daughter of that house who married a French nobleman. Some assert that this was the site of the Royal Aviaries, whither, once on a time, all Paris crowded to see a living ostrich.
Be it as it may, this tortuous street was made notable by the residences of certain princes of the blood, who dwelt in the vicinity of the Louvre. Since the Sovereign had deserted the Fauborg Saint-Antoine, where for several centuries he had lived in the Bastille, and removed to the Louvre, many of the nobility had settled near the palace. The Hotel de Bourbon had its fellow in the old Hotel d'Alen9on in the Rue Saint-Honore. This, the palace of the Counts of that name, always an appanage of the Crown, was at this time owned by Henri II.>s fourth son, who subsequently took the title of Due d'Anjou, and who died in the reign of Henri III., to whom he gave no little trouble. The estate then reverted to the Crown, including the old palace, which was pulled down. In those days a prince's residence was a vast assemblage of buildings; to form some idea of its extent, we have only to go and see the space covered by